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Although less frequent than in the Pacific and In-
dian Ocean, tsunamis can hit the Mediterranean and
North East Atlantic coastal areas causing extensive
loss of lives and properties. Major tsunamis with ten-
thousands of casualties and severe damage to coastal
cities happened for example in 365 (Crete), in 1775
(Lisbon), in 1908 (Messina), in 1956 (Aegean Sea). Even
recently a tsunami has been generated in the 1zmit Bay,
and affected the coastline extensively following the 1999
Izmit earthquake. At some locality the inundation dis-
tance ranged up to 35 m. Furthermore, tsunamis have
been generated in 2002 in Stromboli and in 2003 in
Algeria though fortunately not very damaging. The Medi-
terranean area represents the collision between the
European and the African plates, and comprises a
number of geodynamic regions affected by different
seismic activity extended from West to East.
Furthermore volcanic and geomorphologi-
cal processes could be at the origin of

tsunamis in the area.
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